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A look at
elements
of ritual
in modern
staging of
opera and
related
kinds of
music
theatre on
Western
stages
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Van der Linden Johannes Aart Cornelis
Musicologist/theatre consultant

abstract

Theatre as an art form history shows a permanent balance between evolution to new forms and
restoration of what were conceived to be original forms. In fact the attempts to restore supposed
original forms have led to important innovations. The Renaissance art in Europe is an example of
this. In visual art and architecture we see that inspired by Greek and Roman antiquity numerous
innovations were made that would shape the future of art.

The first full length opera L'Orfeo on music by
Italian composer Claudio Monteverdi (premiere
1607) was an attempt to reconstruct Greek drama
when it was discovered that the texts in times of
antiquity were recited in melodic lines, which gave
the composer Monteverdi the idea to create sung
drama based on a classical literary theme. This
attempt at half recreating traditional ritual theatre led
to long lasting new genre.

Since then there have been ongoing movements to
innovate alternated by periods of restoration to the
tradition, which by itself then often led to new forms
again.

Among the most striking development in the
history of music drama have been Wagner’s works,
which he named ‘total works of art, which would
encompass music, drama, literature and visual art.
On the one hand he had romantic longing for arch-
types of art, on the other hand he single-handedly
pushed music and drama, and a part of philosophy,
to the treshold of the twentieth century.

The twentieth century has produced a further
chain of developments in the evolution of drama,
vacillating between fast sometimes iconoclast
developments and attempts to ‘return’ to traditional
forms.

Meanwhile the expanding knowledge of theatrical
forms from outside the West led to a ‘third way, in
which what is traditional in a non-Western culture
is adopted as an innovative element in Western
art. Grotowski and Artaud were familiar with this
principle, later Chereau, Stein, Mnouchkine, Robert

Wilon and Peter Sellars, and it has been extensively
used in opera too.

An interesting paradox is that in this way a
traditional element from the one culture can be
applied to deconstruct elements in another culture.

I want to show some examples of the use of
antique, retrograde, traditional, ritual elements in
two opera stagings, Monteverdi The Return of
Odysseus in his Homeland and Wagner’s Ring,
staged by the Dutch National Opera, by Peter Brook
in his stagings of The Magic Flute and The Tragedy
of Carmen, and depending on time a few others,
plus the use of such elements by the current German
director Christopher Marthaler in his stagins of a late
19th centry social realist play by Dutch playwright
Herman Heijermans and of texts of the Belgian

symbolist Maurice Maeterlinck.

Material:

Christopher Marthaler Seemanslieder and
Maeterlinck.

Peter Brook’s staging of Mozart The Magic Flute
and Carmen

Pierre Audi stagings of Wagners Ring and
Monteverdi's Orfeo.

Also to be compared: the puppetopera-stagings
by Behrourz Gharibpour. Macbeth by Reza Servati.
Ajax by Arash Dadgar. The Caucasian Chalkcircle
staged by Hamid Poorazari.

Requirements:

Good videobeamer, good sound installation,
which can be connected to my laptop.




By Reza Ashofteh

Turkish shadow theater artist Cengiz
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Ozek pcrfbrmud his well-known "Magic
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traditional plays.

The Turkish tradition of shadow
play called ‘Karagoz and Hacivat’ was
popularized in the 16th century during
the Ottoman era. It has now become a
part of Turkey’s cultural heritage and
has been registered on UNESCO's
World Heritage List.

The main character is called Karagoz

(meaning black-eye in Turkish). He is

hilarious and adventurous. In Magic

Three’ reality and fantasy are mixed

up with comic overtones. The

language is simple and attracts
the public. This simplicity
is the key for its success and

endurance during the years.

he theme of the
play is the contrasting
interaction  between

the Karagoz and
e

the other character
Hacivat (meaning

«Cevat the Pilgrim).

“ Hacivat emphasizes the

upper body with his

refined manners and

aloof disposition.

e W . They are perfect foils

of each other: Karagoz
represents the illiterate
but straightforward
}ullnlic, whereas
Hacivat belongs to the

educated class, speaking
-

Ottoman Turkish and
using a poetical and literary
languagc.

Hacivat is fed up with his

impudent maid "Marjan, and

asks Karagoz to elp him advise

her. But Marjan employs magic.

She makes a magic tree grow in front

of Karagoz house. He falls down the

tree and breaks his hand and back.

The whole thing puts him in a lot of

trouble, adding excitement and fun to

B the show.

Hacivat’s early effort to foil Marjans

CONSPIracy 18 fruitless. However, at the
end he manages to rescue Karagoz and
demolish the tree.

Ozek pt:rlm‘lm:d the show as a r-'.inglc

puppet master, who 1lso voiced all of
the characters. He put his heart into it.

And, the result was awesome.
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Participants: Ghotbedin Sad
Ebrahimian, Iraj Rad, Tajbakhsh F
Taidi, Adel Bezdoudeh, Shahram




