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Salehpoor:

Theatre Needs Festival and Viceversa

Ardeshir Salehpoor is one of the writers of Iranian theatre field and has
written many essays and papers about tradition, theatre and myth, beside
some plays. He is the member of policy making council of the 13th
International Ritual — Tradition Theatre Festival.

Salehpoor believes that the festival itself is not the main aim and adds:
“After Iranian Revolution festivals helped to the life and survival of theatre.
But the point is theatre not festival and ritual and traditional theatre had
many problems and difficulties in the last years that have not been solved
yet. | think there is no precise plan and definition in order to save this kind
of theatre."He says: “If theatres like Japanese Bunraku, Chinese Beijing
Opera and ... are able to settle themselves in the world, it has been made
via experiment and research. We should know superstitions and differentiate

them from traditions.”

Karagiozis; Traditional Greek Shadow Puppet Theatre

Long before the days of television, radio or even cinema
there existed a different form of entertainment in Greece
derived from folkloric traditions. Known as Shadow
Theatre, or «Karagiozis» in Greek, it included paper-
made puppets which were handled by one puppeteer
who stood behind a white screen that was illuminated
.by some source of light

Karagiozis is a shadow puppet and fictional character
of Greek traditional folklore inspired from an Ottoman
Turkish counterpart who was known as Karagoz. He is the
main character of the tales narrated in the Greek theatre
.of shadows. Karagoz in Turkish means black-eyed

Shadow Theatre” directed by Christodoulos Antoniou”
13th Paphios is a theatre from Cyprus presented in the
International Ritual — Traditional Festival. Christodoulos
A. Paphios is the ambassador of Cyprus popular cultural
heritage who hails from a long line of shadow puppeteers.
He is delighted to realize that the bare footed and ever-
hungry star of the Greek traditional shadow theatre clings
to the hearts and catches the imagination of young and
old alike. Paphios insists that Karagiozis must never be
allowed to die, that we must continue breathing new
life into him if folk culture is to survive on the slough of
.globalized culture

We Should Know the Value of Coffeehouse Theatre

The wave of coffeehouse art in the
fields like painting, sculpture, and
was 1340 painting on glass in Iran’s
not visible in the theatre. Nowadays
there is no coffeehouse and then there
will not be any kind of coffeehouse
theatre as well

Compiling coffeehouse theatre
with the present situations and

the conversation language is not
possible and if there would be
such a thing, you can not name it
coffeehouse theatre. The importance
of coffeehouse theatre referred to the
cultural roots and the coffeehouse
itself was somewhere with special
rooms for performance of theatre.
Nagqali, eulogy, tornabazi and ...

were among theatres which had face
to face contact with audience and
.rooted In our culture and history
We have many traditional theatres
which can introduce Iran and Iranian
to the world. Tornabazi, nagqali,
eulogy, takhtehozi and ... that were
performed in coffeehouse can revive
.and make us universal
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